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she preferred the former. Then the whole thing was
over, and the certificate was handed to them. The old
lady explained to me that sometimes a newly married
couple return in a few days to be unmarried, and that
sometimes, after a talk, they agree to stay as they are.
More detailed was the information with regard to the
charge of children of divorced couples; for instance,
with a third marriage, a difficult situation arises in the
question of alimony for the children of the previous two ;
both are treated on the same level. A number of divorces
proves very costly. If the custody is given to die mother
arrangements are made for the father to see something
of his children, and sometimes the father's affection for
them outweighs all other considerations in the question
of divorce.
I also spent the best part of a day in a law court, with
the advantage of a long prehminary conversation with
a judge of first instance. It was intensely interesting.
There are a number of people's courts in Moscow. The
judge is appointed for fourteen and a half years, and his
assessors year by year. Care is taken to train the assessors,
who are attached to law schools. The accused can always
obtain a defender at his choice, even without paying.
In case of appeal against a sentence the matter might be
sent back to a lower court differently constituted.
This particular judge was originally an employee of
'Filippov, the great Moscow confectioner. He explained,
rather demonstratively, that the main purpose of the
courts was "correction, not vengeance as in capitalist
countries." The vast majority, he said, do get corrected.
I therefore felt justified in asking him whether the con-
centration camps were being liquidated ; from one of

